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Review #162
By Rob Templin

wasn't sure what | was gelting into
wher RTR asked me 10 do u review of
the Tomahawk. Sun's new price-point
ecumbent.  After all I'm old ensugh
that the firs: thoupht that comes 10 mind
you mention Temahawk' is o
tong-renge. ali-weather subsonic cruise
missile introduced by Genesat Dynamics
in e 1970°s. Hmmm .

But i dossn’t tak

s sizek serodynam-
le son’z foaks Hke o Tomahawk
2 in flight — withowt any of
the high-powered munitions fthe only
WaY You're p ¢ aftethurers
W REE inon o
However. vou won's mistake
= maltemillion dotier price tag of the
Tomahawk missiic with the $995 your
torl bike shop will charge vou fot the
Sun Tomehawk.

To say that the Tomahawk has o
presiigious pedigree would be ap ander-
statement. The long wheelbsse
Tomanawk ix based an the Basy Racess
Javelin 81,606}, with the cost savings of
\he sub-thousand dollar Tomahaw, com
ing from a Tedwangss frame and SRAM
SX4 componentz. But a1 guickly
Teazned on my firsl tos1 rides. 1he i
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is @ shor 1rip sround town, or your next
century,

Toe Tomahawk also receives some
of the Jegendary Tour Fasy geomerry
plogeered by the fate “Fast™ Freddy
Markham and Besy Razers. Fass Freddy
won the DuPem prize for exceeding 63
mpk in 1986, with that recumbent end-
ing up is the Smhithsoniar insttute, 1
was curious 1o s2¢ how much of the rac-
g keritage  ramsimed  into
Tomanewk's performa

i have 1 be upls
owr “bept pad
- bezi

the

i sav that my
Hitle Jess stelipr
¢ than an

While
been invoived i the cycling indus-
7y for over 35 yems — including s at
Shirnanc, and of Burisy
Design Cooperative {while they were
still producing reeumbents s — the major
g bas beer 0p tadition-
2l road machines. (Editor s nore: Kob
has raced RAAM four 1imes, so he knows
sumeehing about {ong miles In the sad-
dicy.

Since my "beat credentials might be
& bit suspect for some of vou. § enlisted
the assistonce of Rab Waiton, owner of
Spring Creek Recumbents i Fon
Collms. Colorade fwwwapringereakre.
combznis com). Rob is 2 recombent
expent and onr of ke top reimilers of
‘o b e V5. Based on years of

SunN TomAHAWK

working with Rob while at Huriey, 1 can
henestly say that yor waon't find & more
passiortale tecumbent pro  around.
Rob's commwents. peppered throughou
this review, arz noted in italics:

“I hove been interested in the
Tomanawk for a while but only recently
bowght e Ieas a bit leery becanse we
hadn't had goed luck seiling the Rans -
2 {at Spring Creel Recumbents wiich is
alse o High crank long whes! based
SECUMBent ... fa} customer’s inferest in it

Sinakiy encouraged me to ge: one for the
Sop”,

Bui that's noi 1o sey that I don't nave
& ot of miles on recumbents - maving
teken Busder's self-described Jawn chair
models on many sales/promotional road
trips  through the vears {such as the
Midwest Recumbent Raily, RAGBRAI,
Soivang Century, Hotter ‘1 Hell 100: ac
well at dealer visits 10 shops like Rol
in Forz Collins) . At some of the bigger
gatherings — lfke RAGRRAT - 1 was
always & bit surpnsed at the wide ringe
of attitudes wher it comes (o recum.
bents: white kids and more casual riders
gave a thumbs up 10 my recumbent ride;
athets, like many uaditional “roadies’,
definitely hed 2 chip on-ficis shoulder
when it tame 10 soctalizing with ‘bent
owaers, Muore than onee of wwice, I had
Lo explain 1@ this mainsiream group that
any and all human-powsred two-wheel

wansport is a good thing: after &, &t
means one less caz oo the oed, O,
Ili get off the soaphox now .

‘The Tomahawk utilives 2 design |
somewhat famiiiar with
models were bated on
be design
itig edfustability
range is 35 10 44
jssues.

I firs averape :
srendon iong for taller A
1 was unable 10 angle the se
enotegh bacl: 1o whers T war
postiion was good; bu:
Hikee 10 Ruwve the s
B more".

The T0cE5tmm
wonld be s first for me. spd §
ing ferward (0 teeing how this 2o
with my previous rides that stitized -
26" rear whesi confipusa
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IMPRESSIVE, FAST & FUNCTIONAL

imporan considesation for heavier folks
is that the Tomahewk weight limit is 225
while most other Sur models bave 5
higher livwt. It dide’t ook dike my
meager 140 1bs weuld be a corcern.
The oaly ather red flag for sening up
mbent for its inanguret 128 nde
£ sure to be careful about cut-
ble housing o she right length
«r 1he cranks didn’t gei Bung up m i
torning sharply — so ng that
100k note of al hop.

My firgt rides on e Tomshawk
were 1o run emands Jocally here g
Grange County, California: such s gro-
cery shopping.  This gave me a feel for
stop "R go “city " riding.  As 4 teslament
I the design, 1 was able to get on the
bike and. after a few miles. feel very
comfortzble znd stable.  In those sitwa-
Hons where slow speed. of sharp tams,
were called for - such as emteripg ond
leaving a parking lot ar the store ~ 1 did-
1t expenience any balanse or handling
imegulanities.  This was a plessant sur-
prise because I thought the 700c wheel
might he & challenge for my Jimitad
recupibent skitls,

“Frone piy very flrse fime oul on i, f
Wl very fmpressed with the ride of the
Toamehawk, It is fast and feels very
repd.  The Tomakawk is peppy and
responsive and Xer fias @ very smootlk
vide. b accelerares well and is casy e
manewver. t has goud qualiy compo-
nents, frow forks with evelets in place 1w
support & Sl faivisg, end Sun's
improved sear Base and attavkiment svs-
T{'ﬂi“,

After g few weeks of familiariz
mysell with the features of the
including the excellent stopping Av
brake freary und the Fekwo U-Brake
tfromy - § wos ready for some longer
Jaunts (60 1o 80 miles),  The menoths
design delivered a3 promised, being
quite comfortable for long hours in the
saddie —~ the only drawback o this bike
being e cre-mo stee] frame that | found
& bit on the heavy side on extended
climbs (B, hey, what do vou expest for
a subk-31000 machine?t).  This is Sun's
st long wheelbise recumbent with a
high bosom bracked, aad I (hink th
adds 1o the all-day comfon faclor.  For

2
somme feason. the gse of & Sram 8 speed freewheel surprised me -
Fehouzht § speeds hat alreatly become passé in the cycling com-
rmunily. However. the siifting was erisp and performed flawless-
1v: couldn®) ask for more than that. ’

“The Tomahawk is a geod eniry level performarice recumbent
bike. Ire a very good valee @) SIB00. If you like the ride of the
Tomahawk and eiiher don¥ fit it or want @ nicer version, the
Javelin, which is EosyRacer's version, Is ¢ befter chioice.” Tt
keep if rrund, “pents ke the Javelin command upwards of a 60%
premivn for the “upgrades” of « nicer spee, optional colors and
sizing. It's fortanate L really liked the swo-tone Dlackistiver color
scheme a5 this is your only color choice with the Tomahawk,

Toe Tomahzwk is & elassic example of getting what you pey
for = in this ybe. a linle bit more.  You're nol going o
find a ot of bigh-roor components on this recumbent o the
option of custimm sizing — but this is 2 beat that Fast Freddy would
be prowd o Hde, Ui sere. It's & smart spec that offers grea
value for your i med dollars; & real price-point swest spot
seto speak. And, us Rob noles, “Overall, T ke the Tomahawk a
fei Geid am excited 16 fave one s the shop. 1z is nice 1o have &
performance fecumbent thar is stili relatively inezpensive”

1 was cunions to get Rob's take - 2s the owner of one of the
premier recumbant i tke U S - on the future of the "bem
markel and what he had o say:
Rl

bere's
k that tie funire of recumbents i good. | am excited that

rteresied enough o produce bikies and trikes that are much
yeire affordable than what was evailable in the past, |don's think
fhat everyons is going to ditch their regular bikes ond get recun-
bents, However, I ihink thai recumbent bikes and irikes are posi-
tioned weli for steaddy growih as baby boomers ger older™.

And on that positive note ...

Kob Teimpiin evny and aperales Second Sursmer Tours which offers
bike trips v exoliz locaies:

Rok Waltan eovaz Spring Creek Recerbenis in Ft. Colling,
Coiorade.

The Largest Source of Recombents
in the Tri-State Area sioce 1899 .

{732} FRT-ET1E

JERSEY "BENTS" LLG
www.Jerseybents.com - poren gos-sp1ane
Bacchetia » RANS » Vision » Quetzal « Halueak
Ali Bazchetia ant! RANS Mooels in Stock.

Jays Pedal Power
www.jayspedalpower.com
Featuring Cool Recumbents From
Bikek - Burley - Easy Racers -

GreenSpeed - Haluzak - Hot |
dover - Lightning - BRANS aisc
Tandems by ibis - KHS - Santana.
And Road Bikes Toc!

51z E. Girerc Ave, Philadseiphia, P& 1€125
Call Toll Free 888-777-JAYS

#NEESAVERS™

PEDAL EXTENDERS
RELIEVE PAIN!

o you are exprricncing kaee, hip, ankie or
while cycling, vou mavy be sulfering from
conditior; known es “Q Feclor Syndrome. This
arises from tiding with vour feet too close together,
which compromises optimel cyrling biomecnanics,
Knezsavers are available ik differing widtne {
or 34 msm) and will work on any read, mountein ot
rezuraben bicyele,

They ¢ome with & money-back gusranies that
your eyeling pain wili be relieved.

Bikeleefaoloom  wyew, bikescorcom
{860) 5454447 SCOR Productions
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